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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

Claim 1, claim language such as "an excess number of renders the claim indefinite. 
Claim 2, "n links" and "n-1 links" and also "can be" render the claims indefinite. It is unclear as 
to how many links there are and which ones are capable of being moved; n could be 19, 20, or 
even 100. 

3. Claim 3 recites the limitation "the body" in line 3. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. Furthermore in claim 3, link 28 is not blocked; it still translates 
with the 15 aroiind axis 17, it is unclear what is meant by blocked and there is no support in the 
specification. 

4. Claims will be examined with the broadest interpretation. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 4-11 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim cannot depend fi-om another multiple dependent claim. See MPEP 

§ 608.0 l(n). Accordingly, the claims have not been fiirther treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, pubhshed under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the Enghsh language. 

7. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US Pat # 
6,824,194 to Weissmueller et al. 

Re Claim 1, Weissmueller et al disclose a convertible vehicle (1) with a roof (2) in a rear 
vehicle area (3) that can be stored below a cover part (4), whereby the cover part (4) can be 
opened alternatively to release (Figure 5) a loading opening for luggage or to release (Figure 4) a 
passage opening for the roof (2) and for this reason is held by at least one movement mechanism 
in the vehicle, characterized in that the movement mechanism comprises at least one multi-link 
mechanism with an excess number of links (23, 24, 29, 30, 17, 13) for each of the individually 
named movement directions of the cover part (4), whereby some of these same links are movable 
both for the movement of the cover part (4) in the direction of release for the loading opening for 
luggage as well as for the movement in release direction of the passage opening for the roof (2) 
and in each of the named movements at least one link (17) is blocked. Re Claim 2, Weissmueller 
discloses the movement mechanism per vehicle side forms a multi-link mechanism with n links, 
whereby for movement of the cover part in the direction of release of the loading opening for 
luggage, one link is blocked (17) and n-1 links can be moved with respect to each other and for 
movement of the cover part (4) in the release direction of the passage opening for the roof (2) 
another link (17) is blocked and in turn n-1 links can be moved (17 translates in the same manner 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/568,353 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3612 

as 28 of applicant when the cover is moving). Re Claim 3, Weissmueller discloses the cover part 
(4) is held only by the multi-link mechanism on the body (See Figures 4 and 5) in any of the 
movement directions. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US Pat # 6,250,707 discloses a multilink system for a cover wherein one link is 
blocked during each operation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MELISSA A. BLACK whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4737. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-3:30 ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on (571) 272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dennis H. Pedder/ 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,353 
Art Unit: 3612 



Page 5 



Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3612 
M. A. BJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3612 
3/25/2008 



